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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 3001 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, MV, CE 

SUB J : REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
REF: (A) STATE 163526, (B) COLOMBO 2841 

1 . SUMMARY: THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES HAS 
ANNOUNCED THE DECISION TO ADVANCE THE DATE FOR THE NATIONAL 
REFERENDUM FROM SEPTEMBER 1 1 TO JULY 28, 1978. 

2. REASON FOR CHANGE OF DATE 

NO REASON FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE DATE FOR THE NATIONAL 
REFERENDUM HAD BEEN PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
MALDIVES (GOM). ON JUNE 29, 1978, WE DISCUSSED SITUATION IN 
MALDIVES WITH JAPANESE EMBASSY COLOMBO EMBOFF, WHO HAD RETURNED 
FROM MALDIVES JUNE 28. HE SAID REASON FOR REFERENDUM ADVANCE- 
MENT BEING GIVEN IN MALDIVES IS THAT GOM DOES NOT BELIEVE 
TWO MONTH PERIOD (SEPT. 11 - NOV. 11) BETWEEN REVIOUSLY SCHE- 
DULED NATIONAL REFERENDUM DATE AND NOVEMBER INAUGURATION NEW 
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PRESIDENT PROVIDES ENOUGH TIME FOR ORDERLY TRANSITION. THUS, 

THE DATE WAS ADVANCED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SIX WEEK TRAN- 
SITION TIME. 

3. RUMORS OF "EXTERNAL PRESSURE" 

JAPANESE EMBOFF STATED THAT THERE WAS TALK IN MALDIVES OF 
"EXERNAL INFLUENCE" PUT ON PRESIDENT NASIR TO STEP DOWN FROM 
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THE PRESIDENCY. THE USSR. INDIA, AND LIBYA WERE MENTIONED. 

HE WAS DOUBTFUL OF THESE RUMORS. WE AGREE. NASIR HAS PROVEN, 
BY HIS HANDLING OF LAST YEAR'S SOVIET EFFORTS TO GAIN ACCESS 
TO GAN ISLAND THATHE IS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE TO PRESSURE. 

4. EMBASSY TO MONITOR JULY 28 POPULAR ELECTION 

EMBASSY LABOR OFFICER WILL TRAVEL TO MALDIVES DURING PERIOD 
OF NATIONAL REFERENDUM AND MONITOR ELECTION MECHANICS AND 
RESULTS. 

5. COMMENT 

WE FIND THE REASON GIVEN FOR THE CHANGE IN THE REFERENDUM 
DATE TO BE REALISTIC. WHILE A TWO MONTH TRANSITION PERIOD 
MIGHT NORMALLY APPEAR AMPLE FOR THE CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP IN 
A COUNTRY THE SIZE OF THE MALDIVES, THERE ARE SEVERAL FACTORS 
WHICH SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND. NASIR HAS BEEN PRESIDENT FOR 
TEN YEARS. PRIOR TO THAT HE SERVED AS PRIME MINISTER. 

NASIR HAS HAD A WEAK CABINET AND MINISTERS WHO DEFERRED MOST 
MAJOR DECISIONS TO HIM. THUS, MUCH OF THE DECISION MAKING 
PROCESS HAS COME UNDER THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL SUPERVISION 
AND NASIR IS THE "MEMORY BANK" FOR MAJOR GOM DECISIONS OF THE 
LAST TEN YEARS. PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE GAYOOM ACCEPTED THE 
NOMINATION OF THE MAJLIS BECAUSE IT WAS "THE WILL OF THE 
PEOPLE AS PUT FORTH BY THE MAJLIS” AND UNDER THE CONDITION 
THAT PRESIDENT NASIR WOULD "ASSIST HIM DURING THE TRANSITION 
PERIOD." THOUGH GAYOOM IS CONSIDERED TO BE A BRIGHT POLITIAN, 
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HE HAS LITTLE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN POLITICS AT THE DECISION 
MAKING LEVEL. ALL THIS WILL NECESSITATE A LONGER THAN NORMAL 
TRANSITION PERIOD. 

LEVIN 
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